

















Top Row (Left to Right): Misbah Ul-Haq & Shahid Afridi - Pakistan Cricket
Team, Polo Team, Former World No. 1 Squash Player - Jansher Khan
Bottom Row: (Left to Right) Fastest Woman in South Asia (2010) - Naseem
Hameed, Tennis Player & U.S. Open Grand Slam Doubles Finalist -
Aisam-ul-Hag, 2012 IBSF World Snooker Champion - Muhammad Asif
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Pakistan in a Transforming World

or more than 70 years, the people of
FPakistan have displayed a unique and

enduring characteristic: a steadfast
resilience in the face of adversity. They have
endured terrorist violence, regional hostili-
ties, punitive sanctions, political turbulence,
economic hardships and natural calamities
with an unshaken resolve. Undeterred by
these tribulations, the Pakistani nation has
demonstrated that it has the resoluteness and
perseverance to overcome the challenges of
the future and the foresight to leverage the
opportunities in a rapidly transforming world
of the 21st century.

Undoubtedly the challenges before us are im-
mense. Internally, we must strive to be masters
of our own destiny. This will require, above all,
good governance and supremacy of the rule of
law. We have to strengthen our institutions
and streamline relations between them. We
need to ensure economic self-reliance by better
harnessing our immense national and human
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resource potential for equitable socio-eco-
nomic development. And above all, we must
strive for an impregnable defence against all
enemies - foreign and domestic, in an increas-
ingly challenging regional and international
environment.

At the regional level, the historical legacy of
disputes would need to be addressed even as
these problems become more intractable. Both
the popular uprising in Indian occupied Kash-
mir and the continuing instability in Afghani-
stan need to be tackled actively and effectively,
despite the apparent difficulties. While we
continue to seek political and peaceful solu-
tions to these issues, we must also protect our
own national interests. Ultimately, solutions
to these issues will only emerge through
negotiating from a position of strength, not
weaknesses. That Pakistan has the leverage
to pursue solutions to these issues consistent
with its national interests should not be of any
doubt.

Far reaching global developments have already
led to the emergence of a multi-polar world
since the 1990s. The emergence of China on
the global stage and the revival of Russia have
created a new dissonance in the post-cold war
world order. This order is in the process of
transformation, as the major powers realign
their positions to protect their national inter-
ests, bringing about realignment in our own
region as well. So far, the new international
order has not reached a point of equilibrium.
As such, the world is witnessing a period of un-
certainty, competition and even confrontation
that is undermining international peace and
security as well as international institutions.
But eventually the new realities would have
to be accepted as continued confrontation is
neither feasible nor affordable for any of the
major players. A new global compact will need
to emerge as that is in the interest of all the
concerned powers.

It will be essential for Pakistan to position



itself wisely in order to protect its interests
while taking full advantage of the opportuni-
ties in this rapidly transforming world.

In spite of the regional challenges, there are
also tremendous opportunities for the future.
Our assets include a large and predominantly
young population, a growing consumer market,
immense national resources and a formidable
defence with nuclear capability. Geo-politically,
Pakistan is a pivotal state. It is up to us to posi-
tion ourselves to become the hub of multiple lev-
els of connectivity between South, Central and
West Asia. CPEC is a clear manifestation of this
reality. Our strategic partnership with China is
the lynch-pin for regional as well as global peace
and security and mutually beneficial coopera-
tion. Ultimately, the logic of self-interest, served
by such cooperation in this broader region, can
become a catalyst to resolve lingering disputes
and promoting collaboration and support. The
SCO, with the support of both China and Russia
and the Chinese One-Belt, One-Road (OBOR)

Initiative also have the potential to change the
course of regional differences in a positive direc-
tion. Pakistan is ideally placed to play a key role
in this transformation.

Such a role will also play a significant part in
the emerging global order. We are in a unique
position of having shared interests with all
the major powers. Therefore, Pakistan can
leverage this position to not only ensure our
interests but also to balance our relations with
super powers.

As China’s partner in China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), the flagship project
of the OBOR, as well as being an important
member of organizations such as SCO, ECO,
OIC and SAARC, Pakistan is ideally placed to
promote future cooperation across the spec-
trum of countries from East to West Asia as
well as Central and South Asia. Pakistan’s suc-
cesses in combating terrorism will also place
it at the center of global counter-terrorism
efforts in partnership with China, Russia and

the US. As a responsible nuclear weapon State,
Pakistan’s role will be critical in the global
non-proliferation efforts as well. We will also
have a major stake in addressing global future
challenges in areas such as the environment,
pandemics and migration. Our youth bulge of
talented professionals can be a positive factor
for growth and innovation in emerging tech-
nologies such as IT, AT (artificial intelligence)
and nanosciences.
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